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Anatomy
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Electrical activity and the ECG
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Step 1: is there electrical activity?

Step 2: what is the QRS (ventricular) rate?

Step 3:is the rhythm regular?

Step 4: is the QRS narrow (normal) or broad?

Step 5: is there atrial electrical activity?

Step 6: how is the atrial activity related to the ventricular activity?
Glossary of distinct ECG signs
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Sinus bradycardia
Sinus pause with junctional escape beat
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First-degree atrioventricular block

Second-degree atrioventricular block: Mobitz type 1 or Wenckebach
Second-degree atrioventricular block: Mobitz type 2

Second-degree heart block: 2:1 atrioventricular block

Third-degree (complete) atrioventricular block: narrow QRS
Third-degree (complete) atrioventricular block: broad QRS

Right bundle branch block

Left bundle branch block
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Atrial ectopic beats
Ventricular ectopic beats
Junctional ectopic beats
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Atrial tachycardia

Multifocal atrial tachycardia

Atrial flutter

Atrial fibrillation

Atrial fibrillation with left bundle branch block
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Atrioventricular nodal re-entrant tachycardia
Atrioventricular reciprocating tachycardia
Wolff-Parkinson—White syndrome: right-sided pathway
Wolff-Parkinson—White syndrome: left lateral pathway
Wolff—Parkinson—White syndrome: posterior pathway



8.6 Wolff—Parkinson—White syndrome plus atrial fibrillation
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