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It has been our earnest endeavor to write a comprehensive yet brief book on the vast subject
of Public Health Dentistry.

Early in the infancy of this book, it became quite apparent that one person could not
assimilate the vast literature on this subject. But the apparent isolation of chapters and the
fragmentation of materials from various authors was an issue sorted out by careful reviews
and critical evaluation.

During the past 50 years, there has been an increasing amount of information available
on the very broad discipline known as ‘Preventive and Community Dentistry’, a name fast
becoming obsolete and being replaced more aptly and precisely by ‘Public Health Dentistry’.
Very too often undergraduate students are unaware of the scientific basis of ‘dental camps’
or the purpose of the various ‘indices’ exercise they are made to carry out without having
proper background knowledge of epidemiology and surveying techniques. So, a critical
evaluation is included to give a more objective view of the various dental indices used.

The contents of the book are so arranged to prevent fragmentation and
compartmentalization of knowledge and provide the reader a logical and rational approach
to the subject to make it an exciting learning experience.

In the western countries, there has been a dramatic decline in dental caries in the past 25
years, whereas in developing countries such as ours, it is steadily on the rise due to many
factors including rapid changes in dietary habits. For this reason, extensive coverage has
been made on the topic of preventive dentistry. Further, the huge problem of oral cancer
hangs like the proverbial ‘Damocles sword’ on our heads. Early detection and prevention of
the problem is the basic duty of a Public Health Dentist, or for that matter even a general
dental practitioner, in reducing the ravages of pain and death.

In recent years, the topic of Forensic Dentistry is gaining vast importance, especially for
a public health dentist working in the field. The branch has superceded all previous superficial
borders and is now seen as a science on its own. A chapter on this topic has therefore been
included to provide the reader an in-depth knowledge of the subject. Further recognizing
the role of public health dentist in Anthropology, a chapter on Dental Anthropology is included.
Also we have tried to provide justice to such subjects as Computers in Dentistry and
Evidence-based Dental Research which is fast becoming the purview of the dental surgeon,
just as any health-service provider.

The book is divided into two sections based on the title and each section is further
divided into units to facilitate easy understanding and to ensure depth in work, continuity
and logical presentation.

Any endeavor in collecting and presenting such a vast body of knowledge is bound to be
fraught with unforeseen errors. Though there are a good many books on this particular
subject, it is our hope that this one competes with the very best.
We request our readers to fill in with any kind of constructive criticism, which we are ready
to receive humbly.

Madhusudan Krishna
Pralhad L Dasar
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